
La Scala

A special presentation from Google Arts and Culture


La Scala is the world's most famous opera house, in Milan, Italy.  It is now shut down due to 
the coronavirus.  But here is an amazing presentation that they have created for us - 96 
musicians recreating a piece from an opera, each one recording from where they are in 
lockdown.  This is also a great opportunity to use some of the listening skills you have 
developed from the Score Order Project.  Watch and listen to the video all the way through, 
then read from these questions, and watch it again:


https://www.blog.google/outreach-initiatives/arts-culture/la-scala-the-theater-comes-to-you/


What's the first woodwind instrument that you see?  (1:13)


And what is that brass instrument we catch a glimpse of at (1:27)?


Remember the term "tremolo" from Assignment 1?  (1:55- 2:00 - the string players) 


Want a good look at a bassoon? (1:18)


There are two shots of bassoon players while they aren't playing.  Do they look uninvolved?  


Pause at 2:34 and you'll see a hybrid brass instrument that I've never seen before.  Perhaps it 
is a "valve trombone" - the length and register of a trombone, but the valves of a trumpet or 
tuba.  


Notice how the tempo varies.  How do the players stay together? (I'm actually not positive, 
although I have some ideas...)


There are both soloists and choir members among the singers on camera.  Can you tell the 
difference? (It's not in how they look)


These singers use their entire upper bodies to produce the tremendous amount of sound that 
they do.  Dramatically, this poses challenges to looking natural while they sing.  Notice how 
they use their faces and hands expressively to add visual support to their music.  


What is your favorite shot?  Mine is of the French Horn player sitting on a stone wall, with his 
music hanging from the branch of a tree.  


Now - apparently, the theme of this opera and of this selection somehow relate to our current 
situation.  I've heard of this opera ("Simon Bocanegra"), but I've never watched or studied it 
before.  I find it beautiful and expressive nonetheless, not knowing what they are saying. The 
thing about listening to opera, in my experience, is that you just need to relax and let it be what 
it is.  These singers are in no hurry to spit out their words.  The words are not even necessarily 
so central.  And, of course, it's a different style of singing than popular singers use.  But when I 
let it be what it is, I start to hear the way in which it is quite beautiful.  


Check out the slide show "Why is La Scala so famous?"You'll be able to tell me: Who are the 
"Loggionisti", and what is their significance?


There are at least a dozen other different slide shows that take you deep into the workmanship, 
the history, and the personalities behind La Scala.  Follow your own inclinations here.

Write me!  Let me know what you think of La Scala.  

LHS Mr. Kuhn Instrumental Music
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